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SCENE STEALERS

QHERIE-&N H-lle l:;urht::
L2 LERE] VIR fo
h?:nillrll, 5“ pl!mu liger
sharks,

In a wnique ress=arch projec
based ot Monkeoy M. Shark d-u
he his caught more than 200 so
far, TMitting 38 with special
Lu:lpul.er-l:nnuqllzll CAMEras,
called criviercams, wsed for ihe
lirst mme in the world in & bag
scientific shark projoect.

The camerns are fited 1o the
shark's dodsal fin and film for up
ta six hoars before & special
reledse mechaniim allows them to
Mogd 1o the werface (o transmis a
rdio signal sa that they can be
picked up

Mr Heithaus, 24, of Dhio,
|I:I'l"¢l|il‘l.l.|11:'. the behaviour of

r sharks while studying for his

[ at the Simon Fraser Univer-

sity im Vancouver, Ca

I In Monkey Mia,
@ unique study of
the shark is under
way. MICHAEL |
ZEKULICH
reports.

He had previoosly bheen
inwolved for three years in Mon-
key Mia dolphin resesarch wath
hinlogy Professor Richosd Coanor
of the University of Massachu-
sells and had seen thaol many car
ried massive wounds from shark
anacks,

“Some had 56 bites on their
boshies,” be sabd. So bo besame
interested in how the 700 dol-
?hlﬂl adennfied i the area since
982 goi enough food withoul
being eaten by tiger sharks

Aperfect design, sharks are

Mr Heithaus said hardly any-
:huf was knawn about tiger

wharks in the wnﬂrl
Now he it 1 to find oud
where the tiger & 0o most of

their feeding and \-hr—re are 1he
mr:m dangerous argas for dol-
phins,

The dolphins are also under
occasional threat in the area from
u.hll: pointer tharks

Heithaus siarted his
r:l:ln:h in Scptember 19597 and
will l;umptcl: ihe work within the
el Immllﬁ

The sharks are caughl on set
Iln-m. uging a kilogram ol salmos
for bait are then slowly
eased alon d’: the catching boat
and the =il roped. Then they are

mcasured, lagged and & small jis-
sug sample wken for DNA analy-
214,

1 necessary, Mr Heithaus turms
the sharks apside down. Held that

Easy to handle: A tigor shark fioats spside down aftad having a camera fithed and its hook mmoved. Leiving

= Resoacher Mike Heithaus pholDgraphs a young female tiger shamk

which has jus baen st with & VdED CAMBIA. METUATE ke MORIEYCH the shark upside down for 8 mingle sends them o & Yanoe withoul any stress for animal of reseATChEr
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the Rolls—Royce of the ocean

way for up (0 A minute they po
inlo o uﬁ of trance making

eesy Lo handle without stress ur
danger to the animal or research-
ers,

"W do nat knew a fal about i1
bat basically the; é- jusit freere up,”
Mr Heithaus i

“Even big ones just conk oat if
you turn them upside down, ™

Chvee, ore sank vo the botiom o
aboul thice melies waler angd
beir Hedthaws dived dows (o tem it
aver,

It swam sway, ignoring him.

The kg cameras are fikted only
to sharks which are over three
melres and are weight neutral in
the waler threugh buovancy.

Mr Heithaos said the 100 howrs
al Nilming wo far showsd that the
sharks basically led more horin
lives than maosl people might 1'|1.||E
not cruising around looking for
samathing to biig all the time

“Basically, they scem Lo bo lary,
oxen timid, wasin l'ur 1||'I.IH'I to
fall into their mouths,” he said,

“They will often et favoured
food wwim by withoul anacking.
They are alyo nervous around
people, wamting Lo ke off.”

EA spakes were & major

feeding source along with

tariles, duf‘:f Nsh and
oceasinnall 5 as well as
dolphins, but no altack had yei
heen filmed on them,

The sharks were at home i an
depth of water bouncing l.hnu,l.ll
::Iillvumnl levels like a basket-

Even huullurh will go info rels
auvely shallow water, where most
of the prey groups are fownd.

“1 was n bit mervous ai first
Imagining lecth, wils and waler

Nying everywhere whep we [t
wenl to  handle them,” Mr
Heithaus snod,

“Now [ have come to admire
and res them. They are very
beautilisl and gracelul, having a

slow sweepinik cruising nction. |
have boen in the waler after we
have released o couple 1o see their
hehaviour and ihey sre fntastic ia
walch,

“I have mot el in danger. They
have been implicsted in anacks
with peaple bul it w amazing how
rare the aitacks are considenng
how widespread they are

“We have ween in our work how
big sharks can be very shy.

“They arc karge precatory lothal
anemals and deserve respect liks
Im";d.“ h:u':;: killed he

ore pe m in |
US each year by slipping in their
Barhtubs,  from cl 2%, iITn
ming 11-|'|5.H and bee stings of just
driving Lo the beach, than through
shark attacks Lhat .Ihﬂ.]'i atmet
r media coverage,
r Hesthaus whose initial
ﬂugmu in mnimal behavioor and
ncé from the Oberiin College
near Iw:hnd said the worsi
injuries he had sustained were
abrasions and red raw skin on his
arms from the sharks sand paper-
like skin,

5o far, at least 17 sharks had
heen caught twice and one three
times, showing how quickl lhl
hokes in their jaws from the
which had been cui ol nud
rnnuw:d. healed up.

one cawght had moved
mﬂr rom Monkey Mia feeding
agan 30 I'I'I1I'II.'|I|:'.l later and shewe-
mhuu signa of aggrossion.
Heithaus md the effect
sharks were having @ iheir cnvi-
romment had loed to an explosion
of shark stedies around the workd

“They are just amazing animaly
which become maore I-I'III-“IE:II'I\;' the
mtl.:: you know about 1
23

National Geographic I'hlcl
provided the crittercams for ihe
project, will release a film on hfhc
sharks early next mr Muost of
filming has besn done al Shuk.
Bay during the research work.

In the Interests of science: A young tiger shark is fitted with a video camera known as a crittercam, allowing -

rERsARching 1o stisdy 1he shark's behaviour and feeding habits for the firsl tme

The svidence: Mkt Hoithaus retrieves o erittercam from Shark Bay.

&¢I was a bit
nervous at first.
Now [ have come
to admire and
respect them.
They are very
beautiful and
graceful. ¥




